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Vanished Kingdoms details the stories of several significant
European polities which no longer exist, including the
Kingdoms, Duchies and Counties of Burgundy, the Polish-
Lithianian Commonwealth, and Saxe-Coburg.

shedKinad 7 .  Liatf
'The Vanished Kingdom' by James Charles Roy is a
fascinating travelogue, combined with the history of this
enigmatic land known as Prussia. This land that is so integral
to the German identity, is now split between Poland and
Russia.

“ Vanished Kingdoms” offers a grand tour of ancient
Scotland, Burgundia, Aragon, Litva, Byzantion, Borussia,
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Sabauda (Italy), Galicia, Etruria (Bonaparte’ s Italy), Rosenau
(Saxe-Coburg), Tsernagora (aka Montenegro), Rusyn
(Ruthenia), Eire, and the USSR.

shedKinad  TheRi | Fallof I :
The History of Half-Forgotten Europe My forty years in the
writer's trade were marked by the publication of "Vanished
Kingdoms". In many ways, it is my best book — wide-
ranging, innovative in both form and content, and very
solidly edited; but the latter stages of its production caused
me more headaches than the preceding four decades.

I" ve just finished a most interesting and thought-
provoking book about European history: Vanished
Kingdoms, The History of Half-Forgotten Europeby Norman
Davies. Vanished Kingdoms, by Norman Davies, 2011 Davies
is a proper historian with all sorts of professorships and
fellowships to his name. While his academic background is

Vanished Kingdoms: The History of Half-Forgotten Europe.
Vanished Kingdoms. : Norman Davies. Penguin Books
Limited, Oct 27, 2011 - History - 848 pages. 11 Reviews. 'The
past is a foreign country'...

About Vanished Kingdoms. From the bestselling author of
Europe: A History comes a uniquely ambitious masterpiece
that will thrill fans of lost civilizations. While Germany, Italy,
France, and England dominate our conceptions of Europe,
these modern states are relatively recent constructs. In this
brilliant work of historicgggggclaznstruction, Norman Davies



brings back to life the long-forgotten empire of Aragon,
which once controlled the Western Mediterranean; the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania ...

hed Kinadems] - )

(Or, we could add: the United Kingdom?) At several points in
history the name "Poland” could have been added to
Davies's roll-call of vanished nations — but, as the first line

of their national ...

The Vanished Kingdom: Travels Through The History Of
Prussia. Twice in this century, Germany initiated wars of
unimagined terror and destruction. In both cases, defense of
the “ Prussian” realm, the German homeland, was the
perceived and vilified perpetrator. Few today understand
with any precision what “ Prussia” means, either
geographically or nationalistically, but neither would they
deny the psychic resonance of the single word.

As well as a fascinating record, Vanished Kingdoms is
intended as a riposte to British deprecations of "Ruritanian”
outposts and the perceived inferior cultures of Eastern
Europe. The Grand Duchy...

ched Kinadoms-The hi ol I
Each national history sustains its own totality and coherence
precisely in the way it ignores or exploits the histories of
neighbours. ... Here in Vanished Kingdoms compensation is
no longer an ...
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“Vanished Kingdoms gives full rein to [Davies'] historical
imagination and enthusiasms, imparting a powerful sense
of places lost in time' --Economist "Vanished Kingdoms is
great history and also great art. It is written with verve,
passion and profound empathy. --David Marquand, New
Statesman

In "Vanished Kingdoms: The History of Half-Forgotten
Europe,” he describes 15 nation-states from the past,
ranging from a Visigoth kingdom in the 5th Century to
Estonia and Ireland (Eire) in the 20th Century.

In Vanished Kingdoms: The History of Half-Forgotten
Europe, he describes 15 nation-states from the past, ranging
from a Visigoth kingdom in the 5th Century to Estonia and
Ireland (Eire) in the 20th Century. Along the way, we learn a
great deal about the interactions, and inter-dependencies,
among, especially, the Baltic region and Eastern Europe
(which is well-represented with about half of the countries
described), and particularly we learn about how the "larger"
powers of any given time ...
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Vanished Kingdoms: The History of Half-Forgotten Europe
by Norman Davies From Norman Davies, the acclaimed
author of Europe: A History , comes the magical history of
Europe’'s lost realms, selected as a Book of the Year by the

Sunday Times, Daily Telg%reas%l , New Statesman,



Independent , Guardian and Financial Times.
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The history of the smaller "kingdoms" etc throws an
excellent light on the past and, above all, on the present
conflicts - cf Ukraine. The book demands a lot because of
unpronounceable names and general geo-political
unfamiliarity. The author's ideas and opinions are balanced,
as one would expect.

Davies’ s vanished kingdoms include the Visigoth realm,
ancient Britannia, the Burgundian kingdoms and dukedoms,
Aragon, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Byzantium, Belarus,
Savoy, Napoleonic Tuscany,...

. I bl
[0 'The past is a foreign country' has become a truism, yet
the past differs from the present in many unfamiliar ways
and historical memory is extraordinarily imperfect. The
degree to which we think of the European past as the
history of France, Germany, Britain, Russia and so on,
actually obstructs ou...

Europe’s history is littered with kingdoms, duchies, empires
and republics which have now disappeared but which were
once fixtures on the map of their age. What happened to the
once-great Mediterranean 'Empire of Aragon'? Where did
the half-forgotten kingdoms of Burgundy go? Which current
nations will one day become a distant memory too? This
original and enthralling Qéagé;lgeers through the cracks of



history to discover the stories of lost realms across the
centuries. 'Dazzling, provocative and brilliant." Dominic
Sandbrook, Sunday Times, Books of the Year ‘A luminous
account. .. there are few better ways of understanding the
multilayered splendours and horrors of Europe's past than
through the pages of this wise, humane and unfailingly
engaging book.' John Adamson, Sunday Telegraph
'Irresistibly exciting . . . Davies recovers lands that have
disappeared not only from history, but from our whole
conception of the world.' Dan Jones, Daily Telegraph, Books
of the Year 'Vanished Kingdoms is great history and also
great art. It is written with verve, passion and profound
empathy.' David Marquand, New Statesman, Books of the
Year 'A magnificent achievement. Brocaded with
scholarship, the book is unlikely ever to be equalled.’ lan
Thomson, Independent "Wonderfully exhilarating, civilized
and graceful.' John Gray, Guardian, Books of the Year

An evocative account of fourteen European kingdoms-their
rise, maturity, and eventual disappearance. There is
something profoundly romantic about lost civilizations.
Europe's past is littered with states and kingdoms, large and
small, that are scarcely remembered today, and while their
names may be unfamiliar-Aragon, Etruria, the Kingdom of
the Two Burgundies-their stories should change our mental
map of the past. We come across forgotten characters and
famous ones-King Arthur and Macbeth, Napoleon and
Queen Victoria, right up to Stalin and Gorbachev-and
discover how faulty memory can be, and how much we can
glean from these lost empires. Davies peers through the
cracks in the mainstream accounts of modern-day states to
dazzle us with extraordinary stories of barely remembered
pasts, and of the traces they left behind. This is Norman
Davies at his best: sweeplgLrgg?ngrative history packed with



unexpected insights. Vanished Kingdoms will appeal to all
fans of unconventional and thought-provoking history, from
readers of Niall Ferguson to Jared Diamond.

'He writes history like nobody else. He thinks like nobody
else ... He sees the world as a whole, with its limitless fund of
stories' Bryan Appleyard, Sunday Times Where have the
people in any particular place actually come from? What are
the historical complexities in any particular place? This
evocative historical journey around the world shows us.
‘Human history is a tale not just of constant change but
equally of perpetual locomotion’, writes Norman Davies.
Throughout the ages, men and women have endlessly
sought the greener side of the hill. Their migrations,
collisions, conquests and interactions have given rise to the
spectacular profusion of cultures, races, languages and
polities that now proliferates on every continent. This
incessant restlessness inspired Davies's own. After decades
of writing about European history, and like Tennyson's
ageing Ulysses longing for one last adventure, he embarked
upon an extended journey that took him right round the
world to a score of hitherto unfamiliar countries. His aims
were to test his powers of observation and to revel in the
exotic, but equally to encounter history in a new way.
Beneath Another Sky is partly a historian's travelogue, partly
a highly engaging exploration of events and personalities
that have fashioned today's world - and entirely sui generis.
Davies's circumnavigation takes him to Baku, the Emirates,
India, Malaysia, Mauritius, Tasmania, Tahiti, Texas, Madeira
and many places in between. At every stop, he not only
describes the current scene but also excavates the layers of
accumulated experience that underpin the present. He
tramps round ancient temples and weird museums,
summarises the compleégcg}é 8I2Indian castes, Austronesian



languages and Pacific explorations, delves into the fate of
indigenous peoples and of a missing Malaysian airliner,
reflects on cultural conflict in Cornwall, uncovers the Nazi
origins of Frankfurt airport and lectures on imperialism in a
desert oasis. 'Everything has its history’, he writes, ‘including
the history of finding one's way or of getting lost.' The
personality of the author comes across strongly - wry,
romantic, occasionally grumpy, but with an endless curiosity
and appetite for knowledge. As always, Norman Davies
watches the historical horizon as well as what is close at
hand, and brilliantly complicates our view of the past.

Twice in this century, Germany initiated wars of unimagined
terror and destruction. In both cases, defense of the

“ Prussian” realm, the German homeland, was the
perceived and vilified perpetrator. Few today understand
with any precision what“ Prussia” means, either
geographically or nationalistically, but neither would they
deny the psychic resonance of the single word. To most, it
means unbridled aggression, the image of the goose-
stepping Junker.But what was once Prussia is now a
significant portion of Eastern Europe, a contested homeland
first won by Christian knights of the Teutonic Order. For
centuries thereafter its terrain has been crisscrossed by war
and partitioned by barbed wire. In its final catastrophe of
1945, nearly two million German refugees fled the region as
Russian armies broke the eastern front, perhaps the greatest
dislocation of a civilian population at any time during World
War Il. With the Berlin Wall now a memory and the Soviet
Union in a state of collapse, this remains a geography in
shambles. Modern travelers can now, for the first time in
decades, see and ponder for themselves what Prussia really
was and now is.James Charles Roy and Amos Elon, two
writers noted for their in&g{jgiﬂve natures, have gone to



search through the rubble themselves. They intermingle
present-day observations with moving vignettes from the
German and Prussian past, sketching a portrait of the
Europe we know today. The story is spiced with interviews
and reminiscences, unforgettable in their sadness, of people
looking back at a life now gone, a life full of turmoil and
heartache, memories both fond and tragic. The final result: a
far deeper understanding of the tattered lands of today's
Eastern Europe.

The fascinating history of a Baltic empire’ s dominance and
decline- excerpted from internationally bestselling author
Norman Davies’ s Vanished Kingdoms Vanished Kingdoms
introduces readers to once-powerful European empires that
have left scant traces on the modern map. In this excerpt
from his widely acclaimed book, Norman Davies tells the ill-
fated story of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Founded in the
mid-thirteenth century in one of the continent’ s first
settled regions, where the oldest of its Indo-European
languages is spoken, the Grand Duchy at its peak was the
largest country in Europe, stretching from the Baltic to the
Black Sea, and it commanded yet greater influence after
uniting with its western neighbor, the Kingdom of Poland,
to form the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Grand
Duchy’ s huge territory included the great cities of Kiev,
Vilnius, Riga, Minsk, and Brest. Despite being ahead of its
time as an elective republic in an age of absolute monarchy,
power struggles and foreign incursions led to its ultimate
demise and forced partition by Russia, Prussia, and Austria
in 1795. In this selection from a work The Boston Globe has
called* commendably accessible, magisterial, and
uncommonly humane,” Davies chronicles these rich yet
unfamiliar chapters in the history of modern Lithuania,
Belarus, and Latvia with Ipaiésesiié/;lr;ature acuity and verve.



Edited and Essay by Mabel H. Cabot. Preface by Rubie
Watson.

One of the world's leading historians re-examines World War
Il and its outcome A clear-eyed reappraisal of World War II
that offers new insight by reevaluating well-established
facts and pointing out lesser-known ones, No Simple Victory
asks readers to reconsider what they know about the war,
and how that knowledge might be biased or incorrect.
Norman Davies poses simple questions that have
unexpected answers: Can you name the five biggest battles
of the war? What were the main political ideologies that
were contending for supremacy? The answers to these
questions will surprise even those who feel that they are
experts on the subject. Davies has established himself as a
preeminent scholar of World War II. No Simple Victory is an
invaluable contribution to twentieth-century history and an
illuminating portrait of a conflict that continues to provoke
debate.

Surprisingly little known, the Polish-Soviet War of 1919-20
was to change the course of twentieth-century history. In
White Eagle, Red Star, Norman Davies gives a full account of
the War, with its dramatic climax in August 1920 when the
Red Army - sure of victory and pledged to carry the
Revolution across Europe to ‘'water our horses on the Rhine'
- was crushed by a devastating Polish attack. Since known as
the 'miracle on the Vistula', it remains one of the most
decisive battles of the Western world. Drawing on both
Polish and Russian sources, Norman Davies illustrates the

narrative with documentaré/ material which hitherto has not
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been readily available and shows how the War was far more
an 'episode’ in East European affairs, but largely determined
the course of European history for the next twenty years or
more.
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